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By NANDITA VERMA
Special to India-West 

F
REMONT, Calif. — 
The San Francisco 
Bay Area’s best and 
brightest came to-
gether Nov. 17 for the 

fl amboyant “Silicon Valley Awards 
2013” gala that honored entrepre-
neurs, innovators and achievers 
in the nonprofi t and media and 
entertainment sectors.

Dignitaries from industry and 
government packed Fremont’s 
Marriott hotel which glittered in 
crimson hues and the soft warmth 
of amber candles to celebrate 
successes in Technology, Entre-
preneurship, Nonprofi t and Media 
and Entertainment.

The 2103 honorees were Alok 
Bhatia, founder of IT consult-
ing firm Canvas Infotech, and 
restaurateur Jaspreet Oberoi of 
Chaat&Curry who won in the 
Entrepreneurship category; Ankit 
Shah from Inter Sources and 
Dr. Geeta Kadambi of Riddhi IP 

LLC, winners in the Technology 
category; Shah Peerally, attorney 
and civil rights activist who also 
makes movies dealing with im-
migrant issues, and Ritu Nischal 
of Desi 1170 am, winners in the 
Media and Entertainment cat-
egory; and Narika and the Rahima 
International Foundation, winners 
in the Nonprofi t category.

Among the crowd favorite was 
attorney, civil rights activists 
and filmmaker Shah Peerally, 
whose upcoming movie “H4 Visa 
– A Curse” highlights the issues 
faced by spouse or H4-visa hold-
ers, particularly highly-educated 
women who are denied a chance 
to work despite being skilled 
professionals.

“The win signifi es not a win only 
for me but for the crew of Shah 
Peerally Productions Inc., and 
most importantly is that the issue 
and plight of those on H4 visas 
will be recognized. The goal of 
the movie is not to compete with 
Hollywood or Bollywood but to 

Silicon Valley Awards Honor Bay Area Achievers at Gala

Seen at the Silicon Valley Awards 2013 are Ritu Nischal (extreme left), Shah Peerally (3rd from right), and Sheetal Ohri 
(4th from left). (Preston Merchant photo) [Cont. on page B5]

By SUNITA SOHRABJI
India-West Staff Reporter

M
ILPITAS, Calif. – The 
Sankara Eye Foun-
dation, which earli-
er this year reached 

a milestone of performing one 
million free eye surgeries for 
India’s poor, held a symposium 
Nov. 15 at Microsoft’s offi ces in 
Mountain View, Calif., inviting or-
ganizations to share their stories 
of successfully scaling up.

“There are a large number of 
people throughout the world 
who must be served, but the 
size of most organizations is 
small,” Sundar Radhakrishnan, 
an Indian American member of 
SEF’s Board of Trustees, told 
India-West in an interview at the 
organization’s offi ce in Milpitas, a 
day before the symposium. 

In the U.S., there are approxi-
mately 1.6 million charities, but 
only four percent have a budget 
over $10 million. India’s three 
million charities serve a popula-
tion where 315 million people 
live below the federal poverty 

line of 68 cents – Rs. 33 – per day, 
according to data released by the 
national Planning Commission 
in July. Few have budgets over 
$1 million.

India is also home to the larg-
est number of visually-impaired 
people in the world: 40 million 
people in the country have eye 
issues requiring surgery. SEF be-
gan its work in India in 1997, sup-
porting an existing eye hospital 
in Coimbatore. The organization 
built its fi rst hospital in Guntur, 
Andhra Pradesh, in 2004, and will 
inaugurate its ninth hospital – in 
Jodhpur – in March 2014.

Last March, SEF performed its 
one millionth free eye surgery in 
Coimbatore, aiding Shanthi, a 
weaver who supports four chil-
dren and her disabled husband 
on a meager income, according 
to materials provided by the 
organization.

SEF has a vision of building 
12 new eye hospitals throughout 
India by the year 2020, which will 
allow the organization to provide 
eye care to half a million people 

Members of the Sankara Eye Foundation leadership team at the organization’s Milpitas, Calif., offi ce. From left to right: 
trustee Sundar Radhakrishnan; executive chair Murali Krishnamurthy; Kaushik Murali, technical director of opera-
tions; Kala Muralidharan, offi ce manager; C.T. Srivatsan, honorary director of SEF’s Project Vision 20/20; and Bharath 
Balasubramaniam, director of operations. (Sunita Sohrabji photo)

Sankara Eye Foundation Holds Symposium on Scaling Up
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