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India-West Staff Reporter

S
AN RAMON, Cal i f . 
— Hero and heroine 
romancing in the rain, 
lip-synched dance num-
bers and tear-filled fam-

ily drama — all the elements of a 
typical Bollywood film — were 
part of the Broadway-style show 
“Bollywood Dreamz – Journey 
of a Star” at the Dougherty Val-
ley Performing Arts Center here 
Apr. 28.

The Bollywood-themed musi-
cal, dubbed as the first of its kind 
in Silicon Valley, was produced, 
directed and conceptualized by 
Sheetal Ohri.

When asked what the USP of 
the show is, Ohri told India-West, 
“This is the first time something 
like this has happened here. There 
are other Bollywood shows being 
performed, but this one is not 
just singing and dancing; it also 
includes a story with a moral at 
the end. We are sending out the 
message that no matter what hap-
pens, family is the most important 
and love is key.” 

With choreography by Uma 
Dhanapal of Kriyaa Dance Acad-
emy and music by Madan Oak of 
Wings on Strings Ensemble, the 
play featured a combination of 

The lead actors of “Bollywood Dreamz – Journey of a Star” dance to “Radha” from “Student of the Year,” at the performance in San Ramon, Calif., Apr. 28. (Som 
Sharma photo)

Family, Love Focus of Broadway-Style Bollywood Musical

acting, music and dance that is 
integral to Hindi films.

Dignitaries who attended the 
event include Indian Consul of 
Community Affairs Anand Jha, 
Vice Mayor of San Ramon David 

E. Hudson, Teresa Cox of the 
Ohlone College board of trustees 
and attorney Anu Peshawaria. The 
star guest was Los Angeles-based 
film and television actor Roger 
Narayan.

In anticipation of the show, 
Cox told India-West, “This is my 
first time coming to a Bollywood 
musical. I’m so excited! What’s 
important with the musical is that 
it plays a part in bringing the com-

munity together because music 
really hits the soul.”

As the audience settled into 
their seats for the two-and-a-
half-hour show, the narrator set 

By LISA TSERING
India-West Staff Reporter

R
iz Ahmed is one of 
those artists who’s 
hard to describe — 
the British-Pakistani 
actor got his start in 

hip-hop, and had his first exposure 
to American audiences when his 
blindingly funny (and vulgar) 
terrorist-themed comedy “Four 
Lions” made the festival circuit. 

In between jobs on British TV 
and films that weren’t widely seen 
here, Ahmed was cast by Michael 

Riz Ahmed stars in Mira Nair’s political thriller “The Reluctant Fundamentalist,” opening May 3. (Ishaan Nair/Reluc-
tant Films II photo)

Riz Ahmed: 
‘Reluctant 

Fundamentalist’ 
A Timely Film

Winterbottom opposite Freida 
Pinto in the sex-fueled drama 
“Trishna.”

And now, Ahmed is poised for 
his most high-profile appearance 
yet — as the star of Mira Nair’s 
political thriller “The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist,” released by IFC 
Films May 3.

Ahmed plays Changez Khan, a 
brilliant young Pakistani financial 
analyst comfortably working in 
New York City’s moneyed circles 
until the events of Sept. 11, 2001, 
shatter the lives of people around 

(Cont. on page C2)
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the premise for the play with the 
lilting melody of “Kal Ho Na Ho” 
playing in the background: “Al-
ways remember, you have within 
you the strength, the patience and 
the passion to reach the stars, to 
change the world. A dream doesn’t 
become reality through magic; it 
takes strength, determination and 
hard work.”

That is precisely what the 75-
member cast and crew, ranging 
from ages five to 56, put into 
rehearsals over three months to 
bring the musical extravaganza 
to the stage.

The cast was made up entirely 
of local talent from the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area. “There are a lot of 
people who are doing this because 
they are passionate about acting. 
I’m giving them a chance to get 

(L-r): Teresa Cox of the Ohlone College board of trustees, Indian Consul of Community Affairs Anand Jha, producer 
and director of “Bollywood Dreamz” Sheetal Ohri, San Ramon Vice Mayor David E. Hudson, actor Roger Narayan and 
realtor and show sponsor Rajeev Awasty are seen at the Dougherty Valley Performing Arts Center in San Ramon. (Som 
Sharma photos)

that talent out, which was hidden 
while working as a businessman 
or in a tech company,” explained 
Ohri.

Like most of the performers 
in the production, acting is not a 
full-time job for Ausaf W. Masud, 
who played the lead role of Shek-
har Walia. A local IT professional, 
who has also worked in film and 
television, Masud told India-
West, “This is my hobby. Music 
and art have been part of me for 
a long time. I’ve hosted TV shows 
before and done emceeing, but I 
love live performances like this 
one, where you sing and dance as 
well,” he said.

“Bollywood Dreamz” takes the 
audience on a flashback journey 
that traces the triumphs and strug-
gles Shekhar faces as he travels to 
Mumbai from a village in Punjab 

to pursue his dream of becoming 
a big star in Bollywood. 

Along the way he meets quirky 
characters like Bollywood diva 
Sushmita Chopra, her manager 
Rizzy and film director Don. In 
between comedy and expressive 
acting, whether it’s a father object-
ing to his son’s dream or lovers 
fighting loneliness, are colorful 
song-and-dance routines, which 
entertained viewers throughout.

The brainchild of Ohri’s, the 
idea for the musical originated 
from a 20-minute play called “Laila 
Majnu” that was performed at the 

Sheetal Ohri, the producer and director of “Bollywood Dreamz – Journey of a 
Star,” is seen with santoor maestro Madan Oak, who provided music for the 
show.

2012 Silicon Valley Awards, also 
planned by Ohri.

“The piece was very well re-
ceived, and that is the reason we 
thought to do a large-scale pro-
duction. I have always been very 
fond of Broadway. I’m known in 
Silicon Valley for doing things that 
haven’t been done before, so the 
whole idea was to do something 
different in the form of a Bolly-
wood Broadway-style show,” the 
Indian American organizer said.

The musical, which was in Eng-
lish sprinkled with Hindi, included 
new Bollywood songs such as 

“Mashallah” from “Ek Tha Tiger” 
and “Radha” from “Student of the 
Year,” along with older classics 
like “Yeh Hai Mumbai Meri Jaan” 
and “Tathaiya,” with Shekhar don-
ning white from head to toe in a 
nod to actor Jeetendra.

Props and additional choreog-
raphy were by Anusha Anand of 
Anusha Anand Dance Connec-
tion, and the main sponsors of 
the show included Rajeev Awasty, 
Canvas Infotech Inc. and Runmobi 
Inc.

Ohri is planning to take the 
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musical to Los Angeles and Sacra-
mento and is currently in the pro-
cess of finding theater venues.

Vice Mayor Hudson, who was 
watching a Bollywood-themed 
show for the first time, told India-
West, “My wife and I go to at least 

Uma Dhanapal of Kriyaa Dance Academy, who choreographed the musical, 
performs “Tathaiya” during the second half of “Bollywood Dreamz – Journey 
of a Star.” (Som Sharma photos)

Family, Love Focus 
Of Broadway-Style 
Bollywood Musical

three cultural events in the city 
a year. These are very enjoyable 
because you get the adults and 
the kids involved, and everybody 
is happy.”

(Visit www.indiawest.com for 
more photos in the photo gal-
lery.)

(Cont. from page C2)

A: Is that what they’d call it? 
(laughs) I kind of feel that Jai, 
from “Trishna,” is a complicated 
guy. I wouldn’t call him a bad guy. 
It’s more of a depiction of what 
loneliness and frustration can do 
to people.

Q: Because you’re so ver-
satile, going from comedy to 
drama and now a thriller, how 
do you switch from one to the 
other?

A: I don’t think you approach 
the work that differently. You 
need to find the truth of what 
that character wants. I guess 
when you’re directing a comedy, 
there’s a slightly different vibe 
than when you are directing a 
drama. You kind of feed off of the 
director’s energy and that energy 
in yourself. 

I am more interested in differ-
ent kinds of characters — even if 
I only played in comedies for the 
rest of my life, I’d want to play 
different kinds of characters in 
comedy. So I kind of think less 
of what kind of movie it is and I 
spend more time thinking about 
what kind of role I play.

Q: How was your experience 
working with Mira Nair?

A: It’s like … it’s like coming 
home. It’s amazing; she leads in 
such a holistic way, like having 
yoga in her room at 8 o’clock in 
the morning. She’s just so cool. 
Who does that? (laugh) She cre-
ates this great vibe with everyone 
on set. That’s exciting to me. That 
means that you can tell an ambi-
tious story without a lot of money 
— everybody is there for the right 
reasons.

Q: Most of your experience 

as a South Asian actor has 
been in the UK. Do you know 
much about the scene for 
South Asian actors here? Can 
you make any comparisons?

A: It’s a different demographic 
here. The South Asian community 
here has had slightly different ex-
periences. But obviously there are 
similarities, too; they have a very 
complex set of identities to draw 
on, such as an “insider/outsider” 
status to draw on. It is very excit-
ing creatively, you know?

I’m really excited about what 
people like Aziz Ansari are do-
ing, and [the recently disbanded 
Indian American hip-hop trio] Das 
Racist, and [standup comic] Hari 
Kondabolu.

There is a blossoming taking 
place with South Asian talent in 
the U.S. I’m watching it with an 
eagerness to get involved!

Riz Ahmed and Freida Pinto in “Trishna.” (IFC Films photo)

Riz Ahmed: ‘Reluctant Fundamentalist’ 
A Timely Film
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NEW DELHI (PTI) — The Su-
preme Court April 26 asked the 
Censor Board to consider whether 
the “U” certificate granted to the 
Punjabi film “Sadda Haq” can be 
changed to “A” following recom-
mendation of a court appointed 
panel which did not favor sus-
pending its screening. The film 
had been given an “A” or adult 
rating for allegedly “glorifying 
violence and extremism,” and 
has been banned in parts of India 
since its release April 5.

“We are of the considered view 
that suspending the screening of 
the film on the ground that it is 
likely to cause a breach of peace 
calling for pre-emptive action by 
state authorities is totally inap-
propriate, since it is the duty of 
the state to maintain law and 

Supreme Court Lifts 
Ban on ‘Sadda Haq’ 

Kuljinder Sidhu in “Sadda Haq.”

order and prevent any appre-
hended breach of peace,” said a 
statement from a four-member 
committee of senior advocates. 
The coproducer and star of the 
film have issued celebratory 
messages.

MUMBAI (PTI) — National 
Award-winning filmmaker Shyam 
Benegal, 78, who was in hospital 
for a month to get treatment for 
stomach ailment, says he is on a 

Shyam Benegal Recovering 
From Stomach Ailment

path to recovery now. “It will take 
four weeks for me to recover. I 
still have some weakness,” he told 
PTI April 26.
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